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PERSON OF THE WEEK

Volunteer has flair
for the dramatic

Michelle Lajoie Hermey
admits she was never much
of an actor or singer when
she was in school.

But as a parent volunteer,
her efforts in support of
arts educa-
tion are
getting rave
reviews at
Sarasota

She was
recently
honored as
the school's 2015-16 Adult
Volunteer of the Year.

High School.

Hermey is president of
the school’s Association
of Dramatic Arts and is
the incoming president
of the Chorus Boosters.
Behind those titles have
been countless hours on
nights and weekends the
past three years, help-
ing students build sets,
transporting them to
performances and rais-
ing money. She makes the
time, even with a demand-
ing career as a real estate
attorney.

“One of the things | enjoy
most is getting to talk to
the students about careers,
about taking the SAT, about
how | became a lawyer,”
she said. “Just being around
so many great kids is
rewarding.”

Hermey, a native of
Maine who moved to
Sarasota in 1992, is a share-
holder with the Sarasota
law firm Fergeson, Skip-
per, Shaw, Keyser, Baron &
Tirabassi.

Working with the drama
and chorus clubs is a family
affair for Hermey. Her
husband, Don Hermey, chief
of emergency management
for Manatee County, is also
involved with the clubs,
as are the couple's twin
daughters, Emily and Olivia,
who are entering their
senior year at Sarasota.

We salute Michelle Lajoie
Hermey as the Herald-Tri-
bune’s Person of the Week.



